[Surgical therapy of cystic echinococcosis of the liver].
This study analyses the results of a surgical deroofing technique that was used for the treatment of cystic echinococcosis of the liver in our institution during the last 18 years. The deroofing technique was used on 106 of 132 patients from January 1981 to December 1998. Other operative techniques (pericystectomy, hemihepatectomy) were performed on 26 patients. In 12 cases (9%) the operative procedure was completed by interventions at the extrahepatic bile ducts. 99 patients (75%) showed one or two cysts, and the remaining 33 patients (25%) had three or more cysts in the liver. 18 (14%) patients had to be reoperated on account of complications: in 5 cases a postoperative hemorrhage, in 11 cases a bile duct leakage and in 2 cases an intraabdominal abscess had to be treated operatively. The follow-up of 74 patients (81%) revealed recurrent disease in 14 (19%) cases. Surgical deroofing of cystic echinococcosis of the liver is easy to perform and in contrast to other minor surgical interventions universally applicable. The recurrence rate and the rate of postoperative complications are comparable to other minor surgical techniques. Therefore in our view this procedure represents the therapy of choice.